MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
clear that the majority of children between three and eight
are still unprovided for, both during the school term and
during the long summer holiday. A drive for kindergartens
as strong as the recent drive for schools, will be needed if the
provision of places for the pre-school child is to meet the
demand. At the rate of 12,000 places a year it will be
twelve years before there is provision for 75 per cent of the
children. It is, of course, expected that, in obedience to the
recent decree, the various commissariats will also provide
kindergartens, although what number is not yet known, but
those places may be offset by the increase in the population,
if the abortion decree produces the results that its authors
expect.
With  housing  conditions   as  they  are,   and  with  little
immediate prospect of their improvement, one cannot help
wondering why the provision of places beyond the com-
pulsory age of fifteen was considered more urgent than the
provision of places below the compulsory age of eight.   The
need for educated workers has meant undoubtedly some
sacrifice of the interests of the younger children.   When one
admires, as one does whole-heartedly, a system which, with
an immense  need of workers, refuses   to exploit juvenile
labour, encourages as many as will to-postpone entry into
industry  until   eighteen,   and  only  allows   those  between
sixteen and eighteen to work less than the full adult hours,
one has to admit at the same time that the lot of the pre-
school child is much less happy.   It is, of course, true that
kindergartens as run in Moscow are much more expensive
than schools, and it would be impossible to run them in
shifts, but one is tempted to contrast the high quality and
small quantity of the pre-school provision,  remembering
that "pre-school" extends up to eight years old, with the
immense quantity and lower quality of the provision beyond
that age.   If a compromise were made, on the lines of our
infant schools with nursery classes, with, in addition, provision
for the midday meal,  both the cost and the number of
buildings needed would be less.   In Manchester, although
housing conditions are not nearly so bad as in Moscow, 30
per cent of the children of pre-school age, i.e. three to five, are
accommodated, either in babies* rooms or in nursery classes,
and of course 100 per cent of the children between five
and eight are in school.   In Moscow, kindergartens will be
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